A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
In 1890, 1891 and 1892 British and Egyptian troops were
active in the Red Sea area, recaptured Tokar, TrinMtat
and El Teb, drove back Osman Digna, reoccupied Tokar
and robbed the Dervishes of all effective power in those
districts.
During the same year the Shilluk and Nuer tribes on
the upper White Nile rebelled against the Khalifa and
disaffection was rife in most of the outlying districts.
In 1893 the Italians defeated the Dervishes at Agordat.
In Ju]y, 1894, they took Kassala ; but two and a half
years later, under the terms of the 1891 agreement they
handed it over to the troops of the Egyptian Army com-
manded by Colonel Parsons.
On the Egyptian frontier Dervish raids recommenced
in 1895. In 1896, partly for this reason, but largely in
order to support the Italians, who had on the 1st March,
1896, been seriously defeated by the Abyssinians at Adowa
and were now threatened by the Dervishes as well, it was
decided to reoccupy Dongola. The Egyptian Army
accordingly advanced, and by September the river was
held as far south as Merowe. Abu Hamed was stormed
in August, 1897, and Berber occupied in September.
In March, 1898, a British brigade of 101 officers and
3,357 men was sent up to reinforce the Egyptian Army.
The strength of the latter at the time was four Egyptian
battalions and six Sudanese battalions, in addition to
cavalry, camel corps and artillery, or in all, 82 British
officers, 332 Egyptian officers, 13 British N.C.O.'s and
9,781 other ranks.
The whole force advanced to the Atbara under the
command of the Sirdar, Sir H. Kitchener, and the battle
of the Atbara was fought and won on the 8th April.
During the spring and summer, preparations for the
final advance on Khartoum were perfected, and a force of
73